











ReﬂeCtiOnS ... from a special year

1969 - 1970.

Scott Williamson
Student Body President 71
Back before (Michael Keaton’s) Batman, Ghostbusters or VCR’s, Back before Reagan, Carter or
Ford, Back before rap, synthesizers and MTYV, In the time of Woodstock on the eve of the Beatles break-
up, when men walked on the moon and boys crawled through Vietnam swamps——I attended and
represented South High School.

1969-70 was a landmark year of firsts and lasts. David Wilkerson, presided over his last year as
the only principal the Colts had ever had. It was the last year of class scheduling experiments—Super
Six, Modified Seven—no one was quite sure when a class would begin. Homeroom lost all meaning.

It was the last year of Homecoming floats and design-it-yourself proms. We turned the gym into

New Orleans for the prom and bankrupted the class of *71. Dress codes that required dresses also met
their demise.

We founded Key Club with five juniors and five seniors. Thanks to super-sponsor Al Valliant, it
became the class of ‘71’s lasting gift to the school. Original members painted lines on the parking lot
for the first time, held a canned food drive, and raised money for a set of silverware the home economic
department needed. Money raising projects were allowed for the first time (over the objections of
administrators who believed the halls would soon be littered with discarded suckers and pickles).

Key Club members only dreamed of cannons, trees and murals in 1970, but that is where the ideas
were born. In fact, the changes in the making created a demand for a brand new constitution for the
student body. It was rewritten in the spring of 1970.

A new style of journalism began in 1970 when the small staff of five (Laurie Blair, Tom Simmons,
Jerry Brown, Susie Ruff, and myself) discarded traditional high school newspaper formats for a
magazine style that South continues to use. Articles and columns droning on for the billionth time about
cafeteria food and hall passes gave way to coverage of ecology, career choice and student culture. Dave
Robb and Doc Schwarze attempted to direct the mad house.

I remember my co-editor for the Round-Up put a sign up in the staff room with the phone number
for suicide prevention. As crazy a things were, we were sure someone would need it. I taped the money
for the phone call toit. Amazingly, when we retired the sign in May 1971, the money was still attached.

In sports, 1970 marked the first wave of dominating basketball teams Coach Chuck DePietro would
guide. Iremember (as statistician/manager) standing in the gym at County High after the first game of
the season. The only ones dancing at County’s “pep dance” were two members of South’s basketball
team. The song was “Revolution” by the Beatles. The dancers were Terry (Feet) Brace and Bob Moore.

The whole school joined them and danced all the way to Denver and a third place finish.
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David Wilkerson Warren Carere John Rivas
1959 - 1973 1973 - 1982 1982

Lee Roy Martinez Mary Hodges
1983 - 1988 1988 - present
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Sadie Hawkins

In stride with cartoonist Al Capp’s cartoon strip Li’l Abner, Sadie Hawkins Day and dance were
born at South High School.

Every year, around spring time, the comic strip presented a contest in which the girls in Dogpatch,
U.S.A. would try and catch the guy of their choice and drag him across the finish line. In turn the guy
would have to marry the girl.

The Sadie Hawkins became a tradition the first year that the school was open. The admission the
girls had to pay to take “their catch” to the dance was dependent on the height of the boy. Usually the
taller the boy the less money the girls would have to pay.

A number of teachers dressed in black frock coats and performed mock weddings. Pictures were
taken of the “married” couples by the ROUND-UP staff. Also, fines were assessed for such infractions
as holding hands, not holding hands, dancing, not dancing, and sitting next to each other. The fines
ranged from 5 cents to 30 cents.

The day of the dance, students would come to school wearing old time country clothes such as cut
off shorts, gunny sack blouses, long underwear, coverall bibs, and boots in keeping with Dogpatch attire.

Today, the name of the Sadie Hawkins dance has been changed to WAM (Women Ask Men). The
only tradition that still remains is the girls ask the guys and pay for the date. —Ryan Waring ("90)

Graduation

Instead of simply seating graduates alphabetically, South presented its graduates in two formations.
On one side of the dais the alternating white and black gowns of graduating seniors formed the figures
of the graduating year. On the other side, the same technique was used to display the Colt emblem. The
design was created by Mr. Bob Imes, counselor. The tradition was recently discontinued because the
smaller graduating classes did not provide enough students to fill out the designs. —Ryan Waring ('90)

Homecoming Halftime

In keeping with “extra” effort, South provided fans with a traditional halftime performance for
many years. By including the band, cheerleaders, Pepperettes and a large contingent of Coltspurs, South
displayed a a horseshoe formation with the familiar bar in which Homecoming royalty was honored.
Pepperettes alternately formed the words SOUTHand COL T S inside the bar. Approximately 200
students were involved in each year’s presentation. —Ryan Waring ('90)
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Life's Ironies

Life’s ironies,
I often wonder,
How a blind man can see
the beauty

and Wisdom of theworld,
Better than 1.

How the lame walk straighter,
and taller

Than any man

I’ve ever known,

Even Straighter than I..

How the deaf, listen more
attentively,

Hearing and feeling,

More than L.

How the mute, speak the most
cherished Words of wisdom,
Better than 1.

“Why? How can this be,”
say I.

Perhaps, because all is done
with the heart,

Not the mind.

Cindy Jackson ('70)

Joe Ore-won the State Wrestling Championship in 1978 at the
126-pound division. He was the second South wrestler to win a state
championship. He defeated Dan Cancino of Pueblo East for the state
champion title. Inducted in 1978.

1979 Colorado State Girls’ Basketball Champions-these girls
won the first state basketball championship by a Pueblo team in 40
years;inducted in 1980. TEAM-Kristy Burns, Tish Bennett, Kerri
Ballotti, Cathy Blakeley, Melody Burns, Debbie Higdon, Robin Rice,
Janet Fodor, Sharla Dix, Becky Golob, Kelli Mena, Clare Deluca, and
Laura Snyder; Head Coach Rich Purcell, Assistant Coach Bruce
Colvin, Assistant Coach Tom Guinane, Manager Donna Parkhurst,
and Trainer Kathy DeNiro.

TEAM-Tom Vialpando, Jamie Birch, Andy Kaufmann, Craig
Bryan, Scott Smith, Anthony Cortez, John Dosen, Ty Ortiz, Troy
Chacon, Russell Salas, John Olson, Dave Kristan, Alan Johnson,
Derek Chavez, Ken Valentine, Gary Casias, Jerry Baca, Jeff Bonac-
quista, Kevin Colvin; Manager Mike Hoffman and Coach Colvin.
These members comprised the South High 1984 State Baseball
Champions.

Tim Urenda-1985-86 Colorado State Wrestling Champion at the
138-1b. division. He defeated Dan Atencio of Durango 8-0 in the
championship match; inducted into South Hall of Fame in spring of
1986.

Beth Blakey, Renee Brown, Tracy Herzog, Connie Poole, Pat
Mandarich, Laura Snider, Robin Tice, Carmen Rivas, Carla Cascio;
Coach John Ranch 1978 Colorado State Girls’ Tennis Champs. Rivas
and Mandarich state champs at 2 doubles, Herzog 2nd at 3 singles,
Blakey and Brown 3rd at 1 doubles, Poole and Cascio 3rd at 3 doubles,
and Snider 4th at 2 singles; inducted in 1980.

Melody McBride-1977 and 1978 Colorado State Girls’ Diving
Champion; won the state championship at the Air Force Academy as
a sophomore and junior. She was the only South state champion to win
back to back state championships. Inducted in 1978.

James D. Smith-Activities Director of South from 1968 to 1976;
graduated from and was an outstanding athlete for Centennial High

School; inducted in 1978.

Ed Reinert-1979 Colorado State Wrestling Champ; first South
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