











Charlotte Garnett

Charlotte Laurence Garnett graduated from South High School in 1962, and has been eagerly
anticipating the school’s 30th anniversary.

When she graduated in 1962, she planned on being a dress designer. “I never thought I would
be a teacher, let alone being a teacher at South. I never thought a thing like this would happen. I
feel it’s very exciting being a teacher here at South, plus it feels like being at home.

It may feel like home, but things have changed since 1962. “I feel we have lost a lot of
traditions such as standing and singing the school song, the school song not being played while
walking in and out, clapping out the seniors. I feel the student body is not as informed as it used to
be about the school activities, and there are a lot more assemblies than there used to be when I at-
tended,” Garnett asserted. She also noted the addition of the science wing, portables, snake hall, and
the different location of the library.

Garnett was a proud student and excelled in many activities, including being president of pep
club, a member of honor society, Head Girl, and a member of Girls’ Cabinet all four years at South.
“Spirit was very big then, everybody had loads of spirit, a lot more than students do now. The
golden rule in *62 was “Something extra for South” and that is exactly what everybody followed.

— Alison Micheli ("90)

Alumni Faculty

Pat Mara

Pat Mara remembers well his year as a senior in 1966. He and his wife, Sally Sabo, graduated
the same year. Theirs was a study in contrasts. Pat worked as a waiter after school at the Creme
Bowl so he had little time for activities. Sally, however, was totally involved in student government.
She received the first Principal’s Award, presented by Principal David Wilkerson to an outstanding,
active student.

He also recalls that his job as a sno-cone driver ended in somewhat of a disaster. He was
involved in an accident with his cart that landed him the hospital during the week of graduation. To
make matters worse when he awoke in the hospital room, who should he find as his roommate but
South’s assistant principal, Gordon Sullivan, not one of his favorite people at that time. “We got to
know each other during that time and became good friends.”

As with many students, a teacher inspired him. “Henry Barger was my inspiration. I still try
to emulate his methods. Ireally respected him. Being a math student under Henry Barger spurred
me on to a math career. I also had Mel Richards for physics. He was a good teacher. He visited me
when I was in the hospital. I thought that was really great.”

In 1988 Mara received the Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching Math and Science.
He was one of four teachers from Colorado to attend the Institute on Higher Mathematics at Prince-
ton that same year. He also is co-sponsor of Matchwits. — David Robb
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Coaching Chronology ~ Charter Faculty
1959 - 1963 Head Baseball Coach .
1963 - 1966 Head Fﬁﬁfﬁ’:u' Coach ChUCk DePletl’O

1966 - 1975 Head Basketball Coach

Chuck DePietro has been teaching at
South since the doors opened in 1959. He was
the first head baseball coach and later head
basketball coach and head football coach. From
1959 to 1975 I coached here at South. I quit in
1975 so about sixteen years total,” he stated.

There have been many changes over the
years. ‘““The most noticeable would probably be
the kids' atitudes. They are more relaxed now.
The atmosphere is not quite as serious about
academics as it was. They’re not as worried
about getting to school on time and turning in
their assignments,” he commented. “There
weren’t as many kids walking the halls. Kids
got where they had to be and did their work a lot
better in those first few years than they do now,”
he added.

“The school ring, as designed by Dr. Wilkerson is one thing that would be good to bring
back. Each symbol on the ring had a purpose and it represented South High in one way or another.
The rings that I’ve seen in recent years, there are all different types, they don’t really represent
South High School. The school ring is not what it was in the past. It’s become very commercial-
ized.”

There have been many traditions that have somehow been lost through the years, and the
thirty-year anniversary would be an excellent opportunity to try to revive these old traditions. But
there are problems that would need to be solved first.

“The powder puff football, the bonfire, those were all very unique South High traditions.
But again the student behavior, and drinking associated with those kinds of events make them
difficult to control.

Throughout the years, it seems there must have been some changes for the better, although
not necessarily in the eyes of students. “Keeping kids in school longer and raising the requirements
for graduation have been good academically. We need greater demands on the student, not to make
it impossible to graduate, but to a point where they would learn something while they’re here. If
we could achieve that, we wouldn’t have any problems. —Donna Regnier (‘89)

Chuck DePietro  Jim Daugherty
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Doug Peats

Doug Peats, a 1964 graduate of South High, sees many changes in both the curriculum and
the students of today. Being a teacher of 13 years at South High School, has allowed him to see,
first hand, the developments and changes of a school he once attended as a student.

South now has grown physically and in participants. The bigger enrollment has allowed for
more school spirit with more voices and louder cheers. There has been an increase in the number of
pep assemblies to allow the voices to express their spirit.

The diversity of electives now offered allows the students to participate in much more than in
Peats' school days.

The school of 1964 only had three grades—10,11,12 and consisted of few groups and sub
groups. The seniors were certainly considered the “Top Dogs” and were usually clapped out of pep
assemblies to show respect.

The sports were limited in number, allowing only participation by boys. Girls were only
allowed to participate in intramural sports. But the limited number of sports were fully attended.
The stadium was always full to capacity with school spirit and cheering beginning at the school pep
assemblies and growing by the time of the game to full strength. The participants had a full excited
audience to perform for.

In comparing South to other schools in the area, Peats feels it is as good as or better than any
other school. He feels that the competitive spirit among schools is a healthly part of education, but
the arrogance has destroyed an important part of the South of yesteryear. — Mike Trujillo (‘89)

Alumni Faculty

Ken Price

Ken Price and his wife-to-be, Martha Samec, came to South from Central as juniors in 1959
when the school first opened. He participated in many extra carricular activities such as baseball,
track, and football, which he lettered in. “I was a normal student, not much different from most of
the other kids around at that time,” he says. Academically, Price says he achieved average to above
average grades, “B’s , C’s once in a while an A.”

Price tells the story of his wife becoming South’s first HomecomingQueen. “The school
opened up in 1959, so the first graduating class was in 1960. My wife and I attended Central until
South was built, and we came over as juniors. The first year, 1959, there really was no homecom-
ing, because we really had no one to come home. So the next year was the first homecoming, and
that was when she was queen, and the year we graduated.”

A bit of irony or destiny, if you will, is that Price took biology from Mr. Daugherty, and,
after he graduated went on to teach biology next door to Daugherty. — Eric Medina ('91)
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Carl Kennedy

Thirty years ago, one man brought the joy and beauty of art to the students of the new South
high school. This man is Mr. Carl Kennedy.

The differences Kennedy finds in students from the early 60’s to the students of today are
quite numerous.

Rules were more strict, dress codes were greatly enforced for faculty and students, and
students rarely drove to school. “I can remember a time when there weren’t more than thirty cars
out on the parking lot,” recalled Kennedy.

Kennedy’s fondest memory of his sudents happened when South was having its 25th anni-
versary and the school had an art show for the former South students that were still active in art, as
a profession or a hobby. “It was most interesting for me to see how these people had stayed with
art least as a hobby.” It makes you feel good to think they can use what you taught them.”

Kennedy has had several second generation students. “It makes you feel as old as you really
are,” joked Kennedy.

He has always enjoyed teaching. “There is one thing about teaching, If you don’t enjoy it,
you'd better not continue. I guess it continues to be enjoyable or I wouldn’t be here,” stated Ken-
nedy. He could retire at any time, however he
wishes to remain a part of South’s faculty.

Kennedy is very well educated in the area
of photoghaphy. Besides studying the subject in
college, he worked in the visual department at
KOAA Channel 5 in Pueblo during the 1950’s.

Before teaching at South, he taught art at
several different schools. He taught in Missouri,
Montana, Freed Middle School, and several sum-
mer courses at a number of Colorado colleges and
universities.

When the school opened, Kennedy taught
five different art classes, until the early 70’s, when
Mr. Kyle Bunch was added to the art department
and his classes decreased to three subject areas.

— Christina Cardenas ('89)
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Gary Pryor

In the graduating class of 1963 Gary L. Pryor attended South High. Pryor, has been a
faculty member for almost 26 years.

When Pryor attended South he was very active in football, basketball, track, Student Coun-
cil, and S-Club.

He says that he remembers Coach DePietro the most because not only was he the football
coach but he was well known for his news article assignments.

As he looked back at the four years he spent studying here at South, he felt that the restric-
tions on students were greater than in times today. “Students today are more liberal,” states Pryor.
“Classes in my day were much more rule conscience. We never thought of ditching a class.”

Pryor's advice to students is to take full advantage of the educational opportunities open to
us today. Always look for the courses that are best going to help you when you enter college.

— Lora Lenhart ('90)

Rich Reisner Alumni Faculty

Rich Reisener, math teacher and golf coach, graduated in 1963. He was involved in golf
and basketball. He was also the 1963 student body president. He most vividly recalls participat-
ing in state tourneys in both golf and basketball. In 1962 the basketball team was ranked number
one in the state. He lost the state golf tournament by one stroke to Hale Irwin who is now touring
professionally.

Reisner decided to become a teacher during his sophomore year in college, largely because
he wanted to become involved in coaching and had a good deal of success in math.

What did teenagers do for fun back in 1963? Mr. Reisner said, “ We would go to school
dances and athletic events, and meet at the ‘Quick-Shake’ (a place similar to A&W) on weekend
nights.”

The 1963 class yell was, We’re The Best, Yes Sir EE, We’re The Colts of 63. The class gift
was a clock for the auditorium. Mr.Reisner stated, “It seldom worked and I believe it has been
removed due to the recent renovation. “

Reisner believes there has been many changes in students over the years. He remarked,
"Students dress a lot sloppier now, and we could never were shorts. You didn’t find students com-
ing to class tardy very often because the respect for teacher was greater and penalties were en-
forced.

"The student body as a whole took a lot of pride in being aColt and supported each other a
great deal; it was more like team work. Now it seems that most students only care about them-
selves.

Reisner has been teaching at south for 17 years; he also taught at Pitts for three years. In all
he has been involved with South for 23 years. —Pam Scutti (90)
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Charter Faculty

Charlotte Slaughter, business teacher, has been a teacher at South since the school opened in
1959. South has been the only school she has ever taught at. South has been a big part of Slaugh-
ter’s life. She feels it’s her school because she has seen many people come and go but she is still
here. “I’m very possessive of my school.” commented Slaughter. “It's my school.”

Slaughter has been a sponsor for many different clubs. She was the first sponsor for Pepper-
ettes, cheerleaders and pep club all at the same time. At football, wrestling, and basketball games
all three clubs performed. She found it at times to be very
hectic. Slaughter sponsored pep club for six years. In the
beginning of pep club, members consisted of approxi-
mately 450 girls. “That (pep club) was their sport at the
time because they didn’t have girls’ sports.”

Pep club had special uniforms for games and events.
Once they were in uniform they were not allowed to get up
until the game was over. They were instructed to “drink
and drain” before they left for the games, according to
Slaughter. “They knew ahead of time they were going to
be in uniform.” explained Slaughter. “They’d stay there
and they did.”

At the start of cheerleading there were only five
varsity cheerleaders.

“We had only five main cheerleaders that were on
the field,” commented Slaughter, who sponsored cheer-
leaders for seven years. “Junior varsity cheerleaders were
in the stands helping.”

Slaughter, who sponsored the first Pepperettes in the city for six years, stated that the Pepper-
ettes had a marching style in the beginning instead of the more modern dance routines the Pepper-
ettes have presently. Slaughter feels the Pepperettes have improved greatly since they first began.

Not only did Slaughter sponsor Pepperettes, cheerleaders and pep club at one time, but she
also sponsored Girls' Cabinet for a couple of years. Girls' Cabinet did a lot of community projects
for people. “At that particular time we were still sending care packages to some of the soldiers,”
explained Slaughter.

For 15 years Slaughter has been involved with FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America).
She has seen many changes take place in FBLA.

“When FBLA first started, we had less chapters, less members and we didn’t have the re-
gional conferences nor the district conference that we have now. We would go from school to
state.”

One traditional motto remains in Slaughter’s mind since the opening of the school.

“Our first real saying was 'Something Extra for South.' ” Slaughter said. “Everyone put forth

an effort to make this the best school.” —Bernice Kochevar ‘90
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Clifford Laurence

Clifford Laurence was the first valedictorian at South High School in 1960 . He says that being
valedictorian opened doors to many opportunities .

Laurence attended Massachusetts Institute of Technology to do his undergraduate work from
1960 to 1964 . Then he went on to Rice University in Houston, Texas, from 1967 to 1972 to do his
graduate work. His major was physics.

He says , "I am very thankful for my high school education; it helped me prepare for college. I
feel you receive a better education in a smaller city than in a bigger city high school because of the
smaller population.”

He presently works for an aerospace corporation which is a consultant to the U.S. Air Force.
He is responsible for watching over projects being made for the Air Force . He said, " I make sure
contractors do the best job possible."

Noting the changes in South, he said, "Students have freedom to choose the way they dress, and
education has advanced technology-wise."

For our final question we asked him, "What advice do you have for students who think they
will not achieve a lot because Pueblo is a smaller city." He replied, "It does not matter where you
come from, as long as you want to achieve, you will. If you plan to attend college do the best you
can. Don't give up." — Tami Rymarowicz ('91)

Alumni

Jerrie Ellis Sweckard

Jerrie Ann Ellis Sweckard was a 1964 graduate of South. She was a cheerleader for three
years and also an active member of Tri C. She recalls running for Remuda Queen, who was chosen
by Paul Newman. She didn’t win the crown but had fun trying. She recalls the days when gas was
35 cents a gallon, Beatles were the rage, and kids only needed two dollars when going out on the
town.

An event in high school that stands out in her mind was the day that President Kennedy was
shot. On the other hand, her fondest memories are cheerleading and supporting sports events. Kids
and teachers worked together, and there weren’t the drug problems of today.

Jerrie Ann remembers that no one was allowed to wear shorts; girls couldn’t wear jeans or
skirts above the knee. Everyone danced the stroll, the mashed potato, twist and the swim. Teens
listened to the Beatles, Elvis, and the Beach Boys. Girls wore their hair in the sweep, bubble or
flips, and the boys wore crew cuts and flat tops.

The one thing that she remembers most about high school was that everybody got out and
supported the school and that everyone was united as a part of the student body.— Pam Scutti ("90)
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Marjorie Keeler

Marjorie Keeler, was one of South High’s very first counselors in 1959. Concerning what
stood out most in her mind from that first year, she replied, “It was extremely difficult for us to
become rivals to Central because we were all very loyal to Central. By the end of the year though,
we were rivals. South wanted to be on top academically and physically. Mr. Wilkerson, the princi-
pal at that time, selected most of the teachers. He made sure that he instilled a lot of pride at South.
To be a loyal Colt, heart and soul was an asset.”

Some of the students didn’t care for the school colors at first. “I think they wanted something
brighter.” Ms. Keeleradded that kids and their problems have changed since 1959. ““1do think that
there are more temptations for kids now , but then again it’s never really been easy for kids.”

She added, “We always tried very, very hard to get good evaluations. I think that the motto
was ‘At South High we all strive to do something extra’ and we did. That’s where the love and
pride at South High came from. We all tried to make it the best it could be, including the students.”

—Robyn Juba ('91)

Charter Faculty

Gladys Neblick

Gladys Neblick was employed as South’s first librarian when it was opened the September of
’59. Mrs Neblick remembers the first day. “We had a big assembly, and the principal, Mr. Wilker-
son, impressed upon the kids the importance and the cost of books.”

Neblick was in charge of the ordering and organizing of the new books as well as filing and
her other library duties.

With the modemization and changes in the library through the years, changes to its location
came as well. “They built the new library in what used to be a cul-de-sac at the south end of the
school. The old library was located in what is now used for the foreign language department.”

Neblick had been a teacher/librarian at Washington Elementary before she came to South to fill
the head librarian position. She remained head librarian for 24 years when she retired at the end of
school in 1983.

She remarked, “The library has really changed and improved. The kids are still the same
though; young people are great. I liked working with young people because it made me feel young.”
She added. “They were good kids and there weren’t many cases of vandalism. A few children lost a
book, but some day their mother would find it and bring it in. I do remember one instance though. I
don’t know if it was meant to be a book mark or not, but I did find a slice of salami in one book.”

Mrs. Neblick still visits South’s library. She keeps a close eye on all of the changes and im-
provements being made. She stated, “The library has yet to arrive at its full potential. Things are
still changing. It will grow even more.” — Pam Scutti ('90)
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Alan Takaki

Nominations for and duties of the Student Body President in 1959 were different compared to
what they are today. For Alan Takaki, South’s first Student Body President, his duties were to run
the student activities and pep assemblies, but most of all to establish tradition.

As student body president, Takaki, along with other members of Student Council, had the duty
and privilege to select South’s logo and to work on South’s school song. The white flag trimmed
with fringe is South’s original school flag, designed by the class of 1959. The council meetings
were held in room 33. Serving as Student Body President gave him an opportunity to exercise his
leadership.

Rather than use the petition method for nominations, the class of 1959 nominated fellow class
members. Also, the faculty had the power to veto any nomination.

Two to three weeks was the campaigning period and various assemblies were held for cam-
paign speeches. Each candidate had a campaign manager who organized and directed the campaign.
Takaki said it was difficult to remember any particular, exciting moment during his term as
president. However, he said, “I am pleased to see that South is still carrying on some of the tradi-
tions that were established by my class in 1959.” — Colleen Brennan ('90)

Alumni

Ray Jones

Raymond Dean Jones, a 1963 graduate of South High School, has had a very interesting and
fulfilling life. Along with meeting President Kennedy while participating in Boys' Nation and Martin
Luther King at the 1964 Selma, Alabama, peace march, he was a three year letterman, Boys' Nation
representative, National Honor Society President, Literary Club President, and an S-club member.

He also attended Colorado College for his undergraduate study of pre law and then attended
Harvard Law School and is currently a judge on the Colorado Court of Appeals.

Jones’ interest in politics began when he was young sparking his interest in law and his
schooling at Harvard. Jones also credited his large family of four brothers and four sisters. He said
he had to learn how to compromise and be patient because you never get your way in a family that
large.

Jones found that high school athletics is an important part of developing oneself as a whole
person. He believes that there is a beauty in testing yourself either as a team or as an individual. He
still competes in Sk and 10k races along with swimming and tennis.

The city of Pueblo recognized Jones in March of 1988 with a parade and a Raymond Jones
Day. South invited him to the school to talk to the students where he received a football jersey with
his high school number and a scrapbook from ROUND-UP showing highlights of his high school
career. — Ryan Waring ('90)
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1959 - 1960 Faculty

David Wilkerson Principal
Vernon Cochran Asst. Principal

Halsey Cook Boys' Counselor
Ronald Smith Boys’ Counselor
Martha Gorder  Girls’ Counselor

Marjorie Keeler Girls’ Counselor
Eugene Bard Science Chair
Joe Bassetti

Glen Brodin

Virginia Brown Home Ec Chair
Bill Brown

Joe Chrisman

Harlan Clouse

Evelyn Chandler

William T. Craig Music Chair
Tim Craney

James Daugherty

John DeNardo

Charles DePietro

Kenneth Fouts

Charles Fredericks

Charlotte Gallegos

John Geron

John Harr

Robert Imes Industrial Ed. Chair

Marjorie Keeler English Chair
Carl Kennedy

Steve Kopasz

Richard Lipp

Dan Luna

Anthony Masciotra

Ray Miller

Albert Nolan

Vernon Nunley

Charlotte Orazem

Robert Overstake Head of Coaches
Lucille Peschl Business Chair
John Regan
Wilbur Richardson
Peggy Scales
Rachel Slobodnik
Mary Jo Styduhar
Phyllis Thompson
Harold Trevithick
Betty Jo Tucker
Kenneth H. Walker

Math Chair

Gladys Neblick  Librarian
Wilma Price School Nurse
Betty Fulton Office
Isabell Morrow  Office

Alice Jamnick Office
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TRIBUTES

Because the school is a community, it grieves at the loss of any of its members. Three
South graduates have been memorialized.

Rick Pobst

Rick Pobst *68 began perfecting his golf game while a student at South. He was the
South-Central League medalist four years in a row. He was also on the only South state
champion golf team to date in 1968. He continued his passion for golf until his death at age
36. Following his death the Rick Pobst Memorial Golf Tournament was established. A

memorial golf scholarship has been endowed by his parents at the University of Southern
Colorado.

Jeff Pearson

Jeff Pearson was most enthusiastic about photography and drafting while he attended
South. He died from injuries in a fall the summer of 1984. His parents established the Jeff
Pearson Memorial Scholarship in his honor. The money provides a $1,000 renewable
scholarship to a South senior who is interested in photography or drafting. In addition the
friends, realatives and neighbors provided a plaque to honor the Photograph of the Year, a
tradition that was initiated to honor Jeff.

Steve Connell

Steve Connell provided student leadership throughout his years at South into his senior
year when he became Student Body President. Steve died in an auto accident over Christ-
mas break in 1984. Because Steve was an outstanding student and athlete, The Steve Con-
nell Memorial Scholarship was established to honor a promising student/athlete in each
year's senior class. The Scholarship is funded from proceeds raised from the annual air
band contest. Approximately $1,000 is awarded each year.
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